Standard ByLaws

Article I Name

Section 1: The name of this Chapter shall be, __________________Chapter No. ___, Order of the Eastern Star.
Article II Meetings

Section 1: The stated meeting of this Chapter shall be held in the town of ___________________, N.H., at _______p.m. on the _____________ day of each month except July and August.

Section 2: Special meetings shall be called for the same hour as that fixed for a stated meeting, unless a different hour shall be fixed in the Bylaws of the Chapter. The Secretary shall notify in writing all members of the Chapter of such meeting.
Article III   Officer XE "Seal (C)"\b\i\u s

Section 1: The Officers of this Chapter, their duties, term of office, time and manner of election or appointment, and manner of filling vacancies, shall be as provided in the Constitution, Rules & Regulations of the Grand Chapter of New Hampshire, Order of the Eastern Star.

Section 2: The Secretary, Treasurer, Organist and Sentinel, while serving as such, may be exempt from annual dues t the Chapter. In addition, these officers shall receive such cash compensation as the Chapter may, by majority vote, determine.

Section 3: The _____________ shall arrange the Chapter's furniture, and other properties before each meeting, see that it is properly cared for at the close, and serve as general custodian thereof.
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Article IV   Committees

Section 1: The newly installed Worthy Matron shall appoint committees to serve for the ensuing year, as follows:
A. Finance Committee
1. This committee shall consist of at least three (3) members, none of whom shall be any of the first four officers of the Chapter.
2. Their duties are to approve all bills before payment of the same, and annually or oftener if necessary, examine the books, vouchers and other records of the Secretary and Treasurer, submitting a report at or prior to the annual meeting.
B. Visiting Committee
1. This committee shall consist of at least three (3) members who shall investigate all known cases of illness or misfortune among the members of the Order within the jurisdiction of this Chapter.
2. If deemed necessary that financial aid be granted without delay, the committee members shall so notify the Worthy Matron who may draw upon the treasury for any amount not in excess of $_____ at one time, a complete report to be made thereon at the next stated meeting.
C. Instruction Committee
1. This committee shall consist of three (3) members, preferably Past Matrons and Past Patrons.
2. Their duties are to meet all new members of the Chapter and instruct them in accordance with the provisions of the Grand Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
D. Examining Committee
1. This committee shall consist of three (3) members, preferably Past Matrons and Past Patrons.
2. Their duties are to examine all visiting members for whom no one present can vouch.
E. The Worthy Matron may appoint a refreshment committee and an entertainment committee. The time of making these appointments and the manner of selecting of the appointees may be left to the discretion of the Worthy Matron.
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Article V Fees and Dues XE "Membership:Grand Chapter (C)"\b\i\u 
Section 1: The fee for initiation shall be $_____. The fee for affiliation by demit shall be $_____. The fee for affiliation under the provisions of the Plural Membership shall be $_____ if the parent chapter is outside New Hampshire. If the parent chapter is within New Hampshire there shall be no fee.
Section 2: Dues are payable in advance, on January 1, and are for a full year, and shall be $_____.
Section 3: Dues for members initiated during the year shall be as follows:
A. Jan 1 to March 31, inclusive, full year's dues.
B. April 1 to June 30, inclusive, 75% of full year.
C. July 1 to Sept 30, inclusive, 50% of full year.
D. Oct 1 to Dec 31, inclusive, 25% of full year.
Section 4: Dues for affiliates, by demit, or under provision of Plural Membership, shall begin upon completion of membership in this Chapter.
Section 5: Honorary Members and Life Members shall be exempt from dues.
Section 6: Any member of this chapter whose dues are two or more years in arrears, and who shall neglect to refuse to pay the same, upon proper notice, shall be liable to suspension from membership for an indefinite period.
Article VI   Trustees XE "Sessions (C)"\b\i\u 
Section 1: There shall be three (3) Trustees, elected by majority ballot, at the annual election of Officers. At the first election of Trustees, three (3) shall be chosen, one (1) for three (3) years, one (1) for two (2) years and one (1) for one (1) year. At each succeeding annual election one trustee shall be chosen for three years.

Section 2: The Trustees shall hold in trust for this Chapter all property placed in their hands for that purpose. All such property shall be in the name of the Chapter and cash, if any, shall be deposited in a National Bank or Savings Bank. Any book representing such deposit shall be in the custody of the Treasurer of this Chapter.

Section 3: No disbursement for cash funds shall be made except by majority vote of the Chapter, at a stated meeting, attested by the signatures of both the Worthy Matron and the Secretary.

Section 4: None of this Chapter's property may be loaned or leased to any order or organization, nor to any individual, except by majority vote of this chapter at a stated meeting.

Section 5: The Trustees shall report at each annual meeting of this Chapter.
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Article VII   Funds

Section 1: The funds and other property of this Chapter shall be considered as belonging thereto and shall remain undivided so long as its Chapter shall be in force.
Section 2: No funds or other property of this chapter, exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) may be appropriated for any purpose whatever, except at a stated meeting, notice of such proposed expenditure having been given at a previous meeting.
Article VIII    Amendments XE "Grand Officers (C)"\b\i\u 
Section 1: These bylaws, or any portion thereof, may be amended at any stated meeting of this Chapter by a two-thirds vote in the affirmative of the members present and voting, provided, however, that any such proposed amendment shall have been presented in writing at a previous stated meeting and that all members of the said Chapter shall have been notified at least seven days prior to the date of the meeting at which the proposed amendment is to be considered.
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